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Downtown Development Council of Parker (The DDC)

Vines Wine Bar

July 27, 2010
2pm
The following individuals were present at the meeting of the Downtown Development Council (DDC):  Eric Blanchard (), Kam Breitenbach (To The Rescue), Matthew Dearing (DDC Exec Dir), Sheila Fuller (For Paws Bakery), Marla Hendershot (Hendershot Accounting), Valerie Holden (Champion Bank), Sharon Nemechek (Douglas County Libraries), Joshua Rivero (DDC President, Fika Coffee House), Shari Riggs (DDC Treasurer, Vines Wine Bar), Mitch Trevey (PEDC, The Trevey Company), Pete Wells (20 Mile Ltd.), Brenda Zdanowicz (Parker Panache).
I. Introduction of all participants

II. One Voice For Parker discussion
Mitch and Josh gave an update on the One Voice For Parker effort.  The idea for One Voice came about in response to two perceived needs: 1. to eliminate the redundant expenses of three separate organizations that do basically the same thing, and 2. to create one more powerful organization that would give local businesses a stronger voice.

The current vision for One Voice:  Since merging the current organizations seems unwise, the PEDC, DDC and Parker Chamber would disband completely.  The new leadership would build an effective, marketable organization that would offer a seamless menu of services to businesses of all types and sizes.  The proposed organization would be called The Greater Parker Chamber of Commerce.  The needs of special groups would be met through the make-up and leadership of the Board and through the organization’s structure.  The DDC and PEDC would retain their unique missions as committees within the GPCC.  The team hopes to have a proposal ready for all the boards to review within 60 days.  They plan to be fully operational by the first of the year.  For more information, go to http://onevoiceforparker.blogspot.com/
III. Update on events
Matt gave updates on events:


1.  Wine Walks continue to be very successful.  


2.  Pour in the Park was somewhat successful.  The DDC didn’t lose any money, but we didn’t get the participation from the PGA attendees that we had hoped for.  The weather also was a factor in the afternoon.  Shari Riggs has approached the Parker Artists Guild to do another Pour in the Park in conjunction with the Art in the Park event in late August.  Everyone involved thinks this is a logical partnership.


3.  Parker Farmer’s Market has been good for the businesses on Mainstreet.  The feedback from the public has been overwhelmingly positive.  Matt will talk to Nancy to see if the move has affected her business either way.  Josh is working with Nancy on a Chili Cook-off to be held during the Farmer’s Market this fall.  Nancy is also planning an antiques show.


4.  The Parker Carfest was a success again this year.  The DDC didn’t make money on the event, and the feedback from the Town of Parker has been positive.


5.  The buyout of the Smokin’ Brew BBQ is almost complete.


6.  The Town will not sponsor the Carriage Rides this year.  We are looking for new sponsors.  

IV. Old Town improvements

A. Trash Cans

1. The Town has purchased additional trash cans.  The cans will be placed where there are businesses willing to maintain them.

B. Public Parking Signs
1. There will be 7 or 8 new directional signs for the parking lots.

2. Josh is working on getting some parking signs for Mainstreet that designate a 2 Hour Limit between 8am and 5pm

V. A-Frames/Sign Code

Concerns were voiced about the restrictions on A-frame signs and the vigorous enforcement of the restrictions.  Josh will attend the Town Council meeting on August 9th to read a 3 minute address regarding A-frames.

Additional:


Valerie encouraged everyone to attend the Honey Festival Sunday August 1st in O’Brien Park.

